
by Sue Glisson (Kentucky Bluegrass) 

As most general aviation fly-for-fun pilots, I often fly to the same destinations in the 
same airplane again and again. I felt it was time to challenge the old brain cells, 
push out of my comfort zone, and try something new. My own plane, a 2001 
Cessna 172S, had been in annual in January and a few maintenance problems 
had cropped up that needed attention. Working on an aircraft in an unheated 
hangar in the cold Indiana winter was not very appealing, so the maintenance 
was delayed until March. 

Unable to fly and itching for some time in the air, I researched tailwheel instructors 
in the Daytona Beach, FL area and watched the Tailwheel 101 video by 
Barnstormer Pictures. I have a condo in Port Orange, FL, near Daytona. The 
thought of flying again in warm, sunny Florida was exciting! I found a listing for 
Captain Paul’s Tailwheel Academy at Massey Air Ranch (X50) in Edgewater, FL. A 
20-minute drive from my condo, it would be an easy commute. My husband and I 
had planned a week’s visit to the condo, so it would be an ideal opportunity. 
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I called Paul Santropietro, the tailwheel instructor, and arranged the lessons. Paul, 
a CFII with thousands of hours in tailwheels and other aircraft, instructed from 
Massey Air Ranch in the winter (October to April) and at Katama Airpark (1B2) in 
Martha’s Vineyard, MA in the summer (May to September). 

DAY ONE – I met Paul, a very 
personable guy, and became 
acquainted with the Citabria 
7GCBC we would use for my 
instruction. We started off with 
some taxiing on the taxiway and 
runway. Of course, being a “lazy 
feet” Cessna driver, it took a while 
for my brain and my feet to 
coordinate. I found out really 
quickly how pushing too hard on 
one rudder or the other would 
send that little tailwheel around in 
a loop. We began with a couple 
of takeoffs and landings and then 

went to the practice area to do turns with rudder, slow flight, trimming for airspeed 
and a stall. Back to the airport for 2.0 hours and 16 circuits of touch & go’s. 

DAY TWO – I returned the second day with the pattern procedure learned. I was 
almost always too high on final, so Paul showed me how to slip the Citabria. He 
was much more aggressive with the slip than my timid attempts, but I soon got the 
hang of it. Although sliding down final with the nose into the wind at angle from 
the runway and opposite rudder until the level out was disconcerting, it was fun!  
My problem areas were being too jerky on the stick and being unsure of when to 
level out and let it settle to the runway. Smooth application of power and smooth 
movement of the stick were needed.  

Florida is a very high traffic training area.  During my 2.4 hours with 24 touch & go’s 
around the circuit that day, I was never alone in the pattern. Banner planes were 
also taking off and landing in the grass beside the runway. On one trip around the 
circuit on downwind, out of the corner of my eye, I caught a Piper coming from 
below me climbing about one wing span away from us. Although the pilot had 
announced his departure, he did not report his direction of flight. Paul called him 
on the radio, and he admitted he never saw us! 

Taming A Ta i ld ragger  (cont . )  

Waypoint 



DAY THREE – Although I felt a bit discouraged about my much less than proficient 
landings, I hung in there and actually did a couple of good landings. I flew 2.1 hours 
and did 16 landings that day. My muscle memory was getting better, I was 
smoothing out on the stick, my sight picture was finally clicking, and I was having 
fun! As we taxied to the hangar, the Goodyear Blimp floated by the runway 
headed to New Smyrna Beach Airport where it tied down. It was in the area for the 
NASCAR races,  

DAY FOUR – On this day, we flew to New Smyrna Beach 
Airport where the runway was better for the gusty winds.  
The tower was handling 3-4 airplanes in the pattern 
doing touch & go’s. Of course, this was another “head 
on a swivel” day. Some of the student pilots went way 
out of the pattern on takeoff and before turning to final, 
so the controller let us cut in front of them when they 
were way out over the ocean. I found that quite 
amusing! We had been doing 3-point landings 
previously, so upon return to Massey Air Ranch, we did a 
couple of wheel landings. Flew for 2.5 hours that day 
with 24 landings. 

DAY FIVE – This last day of instruction had me wondering 
if I would go home with a logbook endorsement. I 
hadn’t done but two wheel landings. So this day was 
devoted to wheel landings. Surprise, surprise! I actually 
did better on wheel landings than 3-point landings. I 
think it was because the sight picture was more like that 
in my Cessna 172. Everything seemed to fall into place, 
and the day went well.  I had 2.0 hours of flight time and 
16 landings that day. We taxied to the hangar, and Paul signed by logbook 
endorsement. After 11 hours in the air and 96 landings over five days, we had 
covered all the requirements of the endorsement, and I was one happy tailwheel 
pilot at last! 

I joined the Ladies Love Taildraggers (LLT) organization and planned to attend the 
annual LLT Fly-In to be in the company of the wonderful ladies who fly these special 
aircraft. Not ready to sell my Cessna 172 any time soon, but it would be really nice 
to have a little tailwheel aircraft in the hangar someday, too! 

Taming A Ta i ld ragger  (cont . )  
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Thanks to NCS 99s Secretary Sue Glisson 
(Kentucky Bluegrass) for contributing 
our cover story. Enjoy! 

Editor’s challenge - a new cover story 
with every issue from a different 
Chapter across our Section. Iowa 
(Summer 2019) and KY Bluegrass (Fall 
2019) are out for now. Who’s in for the 
Winter and Spring issues? 

Cover story guidelines - an aviation-
related story; 1000 words (max); and 3-4 
nice high resolution photos. 

Our readers love shorter aviation pieces 
too. Consider sharing your stories - 
flying, training, airports, mechanical 
matters, book/movie reviews, photos - 
the sky is the limit. Share! 

Chapter news - We look for a brief 
update from each Chapter. A few lines 
of what’s been going on. Photos. 
Milestones achieved. 

Photos - Don’t forget to include the 
caption for the picture - WHO, WHAT, 
WHERE, WHEN… 

Leave a print copy of Waypoint at your 
local airport. It’s a great way to 
advertise NCS 99s and your Chapter. 

~ Minnetta Gardinier (Iowa Chapter) 

Edi tor ’ s  Hangar  

Waypoint  Guidel ines  

Waypoint 

Waypoint Schedule  
Issue # 
(release): 

Activity 
coverage: 

Submissions 
due: 

1 - Summer 
(July) Mar 1 - May 31 Jun 10 

2 - Fall 
(October) Jun 1 - Aug 31 Sep 10 

3 - Winter 
(January) Sep 1 - Nov 30 Dec 10 

4 - Spring 
(April) Dec 1 - Feb 28 Mar 10 

Send submissions to: waypoint@ncs99s.org  

WAYPOINT SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL Reminder: 

If you are receiving a paper copy of Waypoint, please be sure 
your correct address is provided to KATHY LESTER-ROSS.  
There is NO manual cross-referencing to the International 99s 
membership directory. 

Chapter Treasurers: Renewals for paper copy subscriptions are 
due JULY 1 each year. Please make sure to send your Chapter’s 
list of subscribers along with the appropriate subscription fee 
($10.00) payable to NCS 99s. Mail to: 

Kathy Lester-Ross, 2031 N Beaumont Ave., Kansasville, WI 53139  

Photos MUST be print quality, high resolution!!! Photos that are poor 
quality may not be published at the discretion of the Editor(s). For a 
HIGH quality photo, set your camera to high or better quality (300 dpi 
minimum). Copies of social media photos are usually poor print 
quality as they are down-sized when uploaded to these platforms. 



New Changes! 

There are some new changes to the scholarships this coming cycle. Beginning with 
the 2020 application cycle: 

 Chapters and Sections may submit only the number of applications 
permitted by their quota.  

 Alternates will no longer be accepted.  

 Flight Training and Technical Training scholarships are limited to a maximum 
award of $20,000. 

The AE Scholarship Application deadline is January 1, 2020. 

 January 1 - ALL applications are due 

 January 15 - Chapter submits application to Section AE Chair 

 February 5 - Section submits applications to the AE Trustees 

 February 5 thru April 15 - Judging of applications (AE Trustees, Outside Judges) 

 March 5 - Applicant MANDATORY update to Trustees (when applicable); also 
recommended to copy Section AE Chair with this information 

 April 15 - Notification of results  

Please see the International website https://www.ninety-nines.org/scholarships.htm for 
links to the applications and full descriptions of each scholarship category. 

Submit early in case there are mistakes that your chapter scholarship chair can aid in 
fixing before the deadline on January 1. 

Also, Spring Fly Now Award are approaching! April 1st is the deadline and members 
need to have 3 months of membership to apply (January 1st membership date.)  

Happy Holidays and safe flying! 

 ~ Tina Hartlaub, NCS AE Scholarship Chair 

Amel ia  Earhar t  Memor ia l  Scholarsh ips  
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For questions & information, 

contact your NCS 

AE Scholarship Chair. 

Tina Hartlaub 

Wisconsin Chapter 

Email: scholarship@ncs99s.org 

Phone/Text: (920) 901-5407  

For all AEMSF updates and details, visit: 
https://www.ninety-nines.org/scholarships.htm 
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Hangar Party & Installation of New Officers  

For our first event of the summer, a Hangar Party and Installation of New Officers, 
Chicago Area Chapter Ninety-Nines and guests gathered at Northern Illinois’ 
Poplar Grove Airport. Our hostess, Mary Lou Erikson with her helpful hard working 
49 1/2 Gregg, provided their hangar for lunch and socializing.  Mary Lou cooked 
sloppy joes, made salads, provided drinks, ice cream and cookies. Some guests 
brought more salads, and desserts to share.  We enjoyed a great lunch, a “Search 
the Hangar” game (with prizes!), a super swap meet, and yes, a little bit of 
business.  

Madeleine Monaco conducted an Installation of Officers ceremony. The gavel 
was passed from outgoing Chairman Jill Feldman to New Chair Eva Kozlowski. The 
position of Vice Chair was passed from Natalie Berman to new Vice Chair, Mona 
Knock. Outgoing Secretary Mary Lou Erikson passed the airplane pen to Cynthia 
Madsen, Incoming Secretary, and Madeleine Monaco passed the ledger and 
endorsement stamp to new Treasurer, Colleen Murphy. We thanked all of the 
outgoing officers and congratulated all the new officers. 

We had a 50-year member and lots of 40, 30, 20 and 10-year members. We had 5 
or 10 new or very recent members and a bunch of 
student pilots reporting on their progress in flight training. 
We had high time pilots and CFIs, an FBO manager and 
chief pilot (Tina Thomas), and a Designated Examiner 
(Gail LaPook). 99s all. 

The Swap Meet involved bringing what you no longer 
want in your home, to give to someone who might want it 
in theirs. Lots of clothes, household goods, games, jewelry, 
and just “stuff” was out for the taking. All items left over 
were delivered to a local charity for distribution to those 
who need/want the items. The weather was threatening, 
so the only airplanes there were the ones displaced by 
the party. But that made it easier to bring the swap meet 
stuff, so it was almost okay.  

“Come From Away” 

The Chicago Area Chapter of the 99s and Chicago’s Leading Edge Chapter of 
Women in Aviation, joined forces for a worthy cause—namely a good time!  
About 40 of us, women pilots and friends from the Ninety-Nines and Women in 
Aviation, went to see “Come From Away”.   

Immediately following 9-11-2001, all flights were restricted from entering the USA.  
This play is the true story about the events where 38 planes with 6,579 passengers 
got stranded in the remote town of Gander, Newfoundland (virtually doubling the 
size of the community), yet the locals opened their hearts and homes to their 

Chicago Area  by  D iane Cozz i  

Waypoint 

Outgoing officers (standing): Jill Feldman, Natalie 
Berman, Mary Lou Erikson, Madeleine Monaco;  
New Officers (seated): Eva Kozlowski, Mona Knock, 
Cynthia Madsen, Colleen Murphy  



"guests".  It featured prominently, pilot Beverly Bass, who was Captain of an 
American Airlines Triple-7 that was diverted there.  (Beverley was one of the 
speakers at our international convention last year, and recounted her 
experiences at Gander.) Coordinated by Madeleine Monaco for Chicago 99s, 
and Julia Harrington for CLE/WAI, we also had dinner before at the Walnut 
Room of Macy’s downtown, and were honored to be met by cast members 
after the show, including the actress who portrayed Beverley. We were hoping 
Beverley herself could join us, but she texted us with her regrets at dinner 
before the play and wished us all a good time. She was the one who arranged 
the “talk back” for us with the actors. 

This show is earning raves all across the country and around the world. 99s from 
Canada, London and elsewhere have all posted their rave reviews.  If you 
didn’t get to see it with us you can still catch it.  Check on line. 

Touch and Go’s  

The International 99s Awards Banquet this year honored one of our own! Much 
heartfelt congratulations to Madeleine Monaco, as she was honored with the 
Award of Achievement – Contributions to the Ninety-Nines. A much deserved 
award! Thank you, Madeleine, for all that you do for the 99s!! 

We have a newly minted private pilot amongst us! Congratulations, Katie 
Christensen on passing your private pilot check-ride!! Wishing you much success in 
all your future flying adventures and endeavors!! 

Kseniya Polinsky was interviewed on Simple Flight Radio 
for their recent podcast; she spoke about her process 
and accomplishments on the way from student to 
private pilot.  Simple Flight was an exhibitor at the 
Chicago Area Chapter Aviation Expo; to subscribe for 
future podcasts, Go to Simpleflight.net. 

Cindy Florsheim - “I participated in Chicago Executive 
Airport’s Run the Runway. I couldn’t do a 5K but I did 
participate and made one mile. Question of the 
year...how did I do this with my walker? The answer…
Madeleine Monaco pushed me in a wheelchair. WOW! 
What a blast! I love being a Friend of the 99s because 
I’m just a plane nut. 

Tina Thomas, Mary Lou Erikson, Kristina Leng, Katie 
Christensen, Kelly Jeffries, Nadine Didier (and three student pilots) recently flew to 
Bessie’s Diner/Janesville Airport for breakfast. The tower controller was also a 
woman!!!! We were quite the talk of the restaurant as we climbed out of our 
planes right in front of their windows. Such a fun time - we will do it again as we 
celebrate check rides for each student. 

Ch icago Area (cont . )  
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Iowa by Minnetta Gard in ie r  

Waypoint 

Student Pilot member and Fly Now awardee Elizabeth Baldwin hosted our June 
meeting at her home airport Lamoni Municipal Airport in south central Iowa, just a 
few miles from the Missouri border. We enjoyed a potluck picnic at the airport. A 
few locals were keen to visit the airport too and meet the Iowa 99s, along with 
Elizabeth’s instructor. It was a great get-together…a little windy... 

July was a busy month with back-to-back events - our 99s International 
Conference & Career Expo and EAA’s AirVenture. We had a great showing in 
Dayton. Jeneanne Visser was one of two designated photographers in Dayton. 
Gina Panushka shared a presentation about the use of drones in agriculture. 
Minnetta Gardinier was on the run as the Conference Chair and participated in a 
panel discussion on women’s air racing. 

At AirVenture, Minnetta gave a talk entitled -  
“1929 Women's Air Derby to ARC 2019” -  
in celebration of 90 years of women’s air racing. 

Congratulations! 
Shellie Darr successfully completed her Private Pilot 
checkride in August. Hooray! 

In July, Iowa was well-represented at our International 
Conference in Dayton. Standing on the steps of Air Force 
One that was used by John F. Kennedy.  
L-R: Minnetta Gardinier, Gina Panushka, Elizabeth Baldwin, 
Shellie Darr, and Jeneanne Visser. 

L-R: Chyanna Walker (high school / A&P student), 
Jeneanne Visser, Minnetta Gardinier, Deb McGee, 

Stef Dreher, and Elizabeth Walker. 



Kentucky B luegrass  by Susan Gl i s son 
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KY Bluegrass and Northwoods Chapters 
enjoyed hosting the Hospitality Room at our 
2019 International 99s Conference in Dayton. 
Our thanks to the many NCS members who 
volunteered for a shift and to the chapters 
who donated items.  

We held our June meeting at KJVY 
(Sellersburg, IN). Rene Porlier, helicopter 
pilot for JM Helicopters, spoke to us 
about her job and gave a few of us an 
exciting ride in her helicopter. 

Sue Glisson hosted our August meeting 
at KEHR (Henderson, KY). Lauren Settles 
shared a presentation with us on her 
experience as a first-time racer in the 
2019 Air Race Classic. KY Bluegrass is 
proud of having SIX members 
participate in the 2019 ARC. 



Lake E r ie  by Eve lyn  Moore 
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Surprise Wedding Shower 

Darlene Grant was hostess for our membership meeting in Augustat her home in 
Westlake, Ohio. At the conclusion of our meeting, Lake Erie Chapter members 
held a surprise wedding shower for Darlene and her fiancé Brian Barnes. Their 
wedding is September 21, 2019. We wish them both much happiness for many 
years to come. 

Darlene Grant and Brian Barnes 



Name Tags  & Bus iness  Cards  
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Looking for new 99s business cards? 

Visit the new 99s VistaPrint Custom Print Portal: 

https://theninetynines.go.customprintcenter.com/register 

 3 styles available 

 Customizable text (front and back) 

 New products are coming... 
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Summer went fast, as it always does. Our chapter completed FOUR airmarkings (!) 
- 2 in May and 2 in August. We have got this down to a fine science. Each 
airmarking was completed in one day! pretty good for the average age of about 
62 years old!  

Eleven of us attended the International Conference in Dayton. We worked 
registration and also were able to enjoy the seminars, museum and other tours. 
We even got out for a couple evenings in the Oregon District. It was a great time! 

Sadly we lost one of our charter members, Mary Jane 
Rice, who passed away July 17, at the age of 99. She 
began flying in 1937 at the age of 18 and got her 
Private license in 1940. In 1944, Mary Jane became one 
of the first women in Minnesota to earn a Commercial 
license. After quite a career in aviation, including 
starting and running a flight school and managing the 
Willmar airport with her husband John, Mary Jane was 
inducted into the Minnesota Aviation Hall of Fame, as 
well as the International Forest of Friendship. For more 
details, please read the New Horizons article about 
Mary Jane (pg 29). She was quite a special lady. 

Congratulations to Carmen Kivisto and Ellen Quist for 
earning their Commercial Certificates in August and 

September, respectively!   

We look forward to a busy fall, with Girls in Aviation Day, 
a tour of the National Weather Service, and a tour of the 
FSDO. 

Minnesota   by Chery l  Daml  

Carmen Kivisto, Commercial Pilot 

Ellen Quist, Commercial Pilot 
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Minnesota 99s at the  
AE Scholarship Banquet 
National Museum of the U.S. Air Force 
“Dinner Under the Wings” 



Registration 

Name(s):_____________________________________  Guest:_________________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address (street, city, state):_______________________________________________  Zip:__________ 

Phone:___________________  Cell:___________________  Chapter:___________________________ 

================================================================================ 

First-time attendee:____  Student Pilot Member:____  AE Scholarship recipient:_____  Year:________ 

Current Office(s) / Committee(s): Past Office(s) / Committee(s): 

Chapter:________________________________ Chapter:____________________________________ 

Section:_________________________________ Section:____________________________________ 

International:_____________________________ International:________________________________ 

================================================================================ 

REGISTRATION: Price per person Quantity Total 

FULL* registration (postmarked by April 1) $ 99 _______ _______ 

LATE registration (postmarked after April 1) $119 _______ _______ 

Fly Market Table (99s Chapter) $ 10 _______ _______ 

Fly Market Table (Other Vendors) $ 30 _______ _______ 

Banquet only (guests and non-99s) $ 35 _______ _______ 

*registration includes meals, tours and activities   TOTAL:  _______ 

Banquet request (e.g., special dietary needs): _______________________________________________ 

================================================================================ 

PAYMENT: Checks payable to – Chicago Area Chapter 99s 

 Mail to – Colleen Murphy, Treasurer, 512 Redondo Dr, Downers Grove, IL  60516 

================================================================================ 

HOTEL: Ramada Plaza by Wyndham Chicago North Shore   (www.ramada@lakhanihospitality.com) 

 1090 S Milwaukee Ave, Wheeling, IL 60070.       Call hotel at 847-215-9900 to reserve room. 

Ask for 99s Spring Section Meeting Room rate, $89/night – reserve by April 1, 2020 for this rate. 

================================================================================= 

FLY IN: Commercial: MDW___  ORD___  Day_______  ETA_______  Flight #______  Airline_________ 

Private: Chicago Executive (KPWK) Day_______  ETA________  N #_________  # passengers_______  

    Our airport host FBO is Signature Flight Support. Taxi to their ramp upon arrival. 

 

QUESTIONS: Madeleine Monaco 99mjm@sbcglobal.net (847) 431-1847  
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April 24 - 26, 2020 
Ramada Plaza at Chicago Executive Airport 



Wing Back to the Windy City 
Hosted by Chicago Area Chapter 

April 24 - 26, 2020 
Ramada Plaza at Chicago Executive Airport 

 

Friday, April 24, 2020 
 

Noon – 7:00 pm Fly Market / Hospitality Open   

Noon – 6:00 pm Registration (Hotel Lobby)   

4:00 – 5:30 pm Board Meeting (2nd Floor Board Room) 

5:00 – 7:00 pm Dinner on own 
 

Saturday, April 24, 2020 
 

7:00 – 9:00 am Buffet breakfast (included with hotel room) 

7:30 – 8:30 am Chapter Chairs & Vice Chairs breakfast gathering 

7:30 – 8:30 am Chapter Treasurers breakfast gathering 

8:00 – 9:00 am Registration (Hotel Lobby) 

9:00 – Noon Business Meeting & Installation of New Officers (Hotel Ballroom) 

9:00 – 11:30 am      Tour for 49½s and guests (included with registration) 

 Glenview Naval Air Station Hangar One Museum 

Noon – 3:00 pm Lunch and Tour for all (included with registration) 

 Priester Aviation Operations Center 

3:30 – 4:30 pm Seminar – Mike Purpura, Recreational Aviation Foundation 

3:30 – 4:30 pm Seminar – Cynthia Madsen, Air Bear Presentation 

5:30 – 6:30 pm  Social Hour / Cash Bar 

6:30 – 9:30 pm Banquet 

9:30 – 11:00 pm Hospitality Room Open 

 

Sunday, April 25, 2020 
 

7:00 – 9:30 am Buffet breakfast (included with hotel room) 

8:00 – 11:00 am Hospitality / Transportation to ORD by appointment 

 

Questions: 
Madeleine Monaco, 99mjm@sbcglobal.net, 847 431-1847 

Colleen Murphy, Registration, murphycmm13@gmail.com, 630-222-5358 

Jill Feldman, Transportation, jill@foxtrotaero.com, 847-902-4465 

2020 NCS Spr ing Meet ing Schedule   
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Mike Purpura (speaker) 

Cynthia Madsen (speaker) 
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We all know them. The hard working women who give their time, energy and passion to support The 
Ninety-Nines. They are our lifeblood but are frequently the unsung heroes in our midst. The Governor’s 
Service Award recognizes these women for their exceptional contributions to The Ninety-Nines and 
aviation. We urge each chapter to nominate an outstanding member to receive this prestigious 
award.  

Purpose: The North Central Section Governor’s Service Award was created to honor Ninety-Nines who 
exemplify our mission and have provided continuous service to The Ninety-Nines organization.  

Member Eligibility: All NCS Ninety-Nines are eligible, except for current International and Section 
Officers and Board members and previous Governor’s Service Award recipients.  

Dates of Eligibility: From the date the member joined The Ninety-Nines until NOW! This award takes the 
member’s entire history of contributions to The Ninety-Nines into consideration.  

How to Apply: The Chapter Chair (or Vice Chair, if the Chair is the nominee) should compose a letter of 
recommendation stating why their chapter’s nominee is the most deserving candidate. This is a service 
award, not a flying award, and as such, the emphasis should be on service to The Ninety-Nines. We 
suggest that you include: 

 Length of membership in Section/Chapter 

 Section meetings attended 

 International meetings attended 

 Member of civic group on aviation 

 Offices held (Chapter, Section, International) 

 Participation in chapter activities/meetings 

 Committees served or chaired (Chapter, Section, International) 

 Active promotion of the Ninety-Nines and aviation 

 Speaker on aviation to civic or service groups 

 Participation in Safety Seminars 

 Special projects or activities not listed 

You can submit your recommendation letter via email to NCS Directors Cheryl Daml and  
Kathy Lester-Ross at director@ncs99s.org or send a hard copy mailing to: 
 Cheryl Daml, 10105 Pleasure Creek Circle, Blaine, MN 55434 

Deadline: All submissions are due to the Directors POSTMARKED OR EMAILED NO LATER THAN Friday, 
March 15, 2020 (11:59 pm).  

Other Information: The Award will be presented at the NCS Spring Section meeting (Apr 24-26, 2020) in 
Wheeling, IL. Let’s celebrate the accomplishments of these loyal dedicated women and show our 
appreciation for their hard work! 

For Further Information: Contact Cheryl Daml and Kathy Lester-Ross at director@ncs99s.org.  
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How would you like to be acknowledged by the North Central Section for flying? 
If this sounds great, then the NCS Spinning Prop Award is for you. Our Spinning 
Prop Award recognizes the NCS member who logs the most general aviation 
hours in a one-year period. Think airplane, helicopter, glider, balloon and more. 
Take to the skies and log those hours! 

Purpose: The North Central Section Spinning Prop Award was created to 
encourage and promote more flying by our members.  

Pilot Eligibility: The award is open to all NCS Ninety-Nines and Student Pilot 
members. If a member joined mid-period of eligibility, only those hours accrued 
during that portion of the year that she was an official Ninety-Nine or Student 
Pilot count toward the award. All applicants must be International members.  

Hours of Eligibility: General Aviation hours for which the pilot did not receive any compensation are 
eligible. (Note to CFIs: time can count toward the award if you provided free dual and therefore no 
compensation was received.) Safety pilot time is applicable. Student time is eligible when logging PIC 
time. Simulator time is not eligible.  

Dates of Eligibility: March 1, 2019 through February 29, 2020.  

How to Apply: Submit your name, the date you joined the 99s, and the total number of qualifying 
hours* to your Chapter Chair. The 99 with the most hours will be asked to submit hard copies of her 
logbook for the applicable period. Both sides of the logbook need to copied and numbered clearly. 
Please number the left side page as XXA and right side as XXB (1A,1B, 2A, 2B, etc.) Those hours which 
are not applicable to the award must be identified. Eligible hours are to be identified and totaled. 
Chapter Chairs will submit the names and logbook copies to the NCS Directors. 

* Hours are defined as what is shown in your current logbook. 

Chapter Chairs: Please request copies of the relevant logbook pages of your member with the most 
number of hours during the Dates of Eligibility. Please submit the information requested above (see 
How to Apply) and logbook pages of your chapter’s nominee to NCS Directors Cheryl Daml and  
Kathy Lester-Ross via email at director@ncs99s.org or send a hard copy mailing to: 
 Cheryl Daml, 10105 Pleasure Creek Circle, Blaine, MN 55434 

NOTE: By mail or email, clear images of all logbook pages must be submitted. For emails, each 
nominee’s documentation should be sent as a single PDF file after scanning every logbook page for 
the PDF file. No submissions will be allowed without the proper logbook data. 

For NCS Members at Large: You may nominate yourself and mail copies of the relevant logbook pages 
directly to the NCS Directors at the address above. 

Deadline: All submissions are due to the Directors POSTMARKED OR EMAILED NO LATER THAN Friday, 
March 15, 2020 (11:59 pm).  

Other Information: The Award will be presented at the NCS Spring Section meeting (Apr 24-26, 2020) in 
Wheeling, IL. We will recognize our Chapters high flyers and celebrate their time in the sky. 

For Further Information: Contact Cheryl Daml and Kathy Lester-Ross at director@ncs99s.org.  



We all know them. The hard working significant others who give their time, 
energy and passion to support the Ninety-Nines. They are our support that help 
in times of need but are frequently the unsung heroes in our midst.  

The 49½ Award recognizes this group for their exceptional contributions to the 
Ninety-Nines and our passion for flying. We urge each chapter to nominate an 
outstanding helping hand to receive this award.  

Purpose: The North Central Section 49½ Service Award was created to honor 
those who support the members of The Ninety-Nines whether it be actively with 
the chapter or individually by doing something as simple as letting out the dog 
and fending for themselves over the weekend while the Ninety-Nines member is 
attending a Ninety-Nines activity.  

Eligibility: All “significant others” of a current Ninety-Nine are eligible. A significant other can be your 
husband, partner, sister, mother, father…you get the idea.  

Dates of Eligibility: From the date the member joined The Ninety-Nines until NOW! Or from the time the 
significant other joined the Ninety-Nine until now…whichever the case may be!  

How to Apply: A member of the chapter should compose a letter of recommendation stating why their 
chapter’s nominee is the most deserving candidate. This is a service award, not a flying award, and as 
such, the emphasis should be on service to The Ninety-Nine(s). We suggest you consider: 

 Participation in chapter activities/meetings 

 Section meetings attended 

 International meetings attended 

 Special projects or activities 

 Active promotion of The Ninety-Nines and aviation 

 Speaker on aviation to civic or service groups 

 Member of civic group on aviation 

 Participation in Safety Seminars 

You can submit your recommendation letter via email to NCS Directors Cheryl Daml and  
Kathy Lester-Ross at director@ncs99s.org or send a hard copy mailing to: 
 Cheryl Daml, 10105 Pleasure Creek Circle, Blaine, MN 55434 

Deadline: All submissions are due to the Directors POSTMARKED OR EMAILED NO LATER THAN Friday, 
March 15, 2020 (11:59 pm).  

Other Information: The Award will be presented at the NCS Spring Section meeting (Apr 24-26, 2020) in 
Wheeling, IL. Let’s celebrate the accomplishments of these loyal dedicated friends of The Ninety-Nines 
and show our appreciation for their hard work! 

For Further Information: Contact Cheryl Daml and Kathy Lester-Ross at director@ncs99s.org.  

Annual  NCS Awards  -  49½  Award  

Waypoint 
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2020 Ai r  Race Class ic  Route  

Waypoint 
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Grand Forks ND to Terre Haute IN 

Racing? 

Volunteering at a Stop? 

Questions? 

Contact info@airraceclassic.org 

Racer registration opens January 2, 2020 (noon, Eastern) 

2020 In ternat ional  99s  Conference & Career  Expo  

Who’s on board? Details at www.99sconference.org. 

Registration @ $299 (by March 31, 2020) Hotel / Staterooms @ $149-$179 



Richard J .  Santor i  Memor ia l  Scholarsh ip  

Volume 10, Issue 2 ~ Fall 2019 

The Richard J. Santori Memorial Scholarship offers two annual scholarships to members of the 
North Central Section (“NCS”) under the auspices of The Chicago Area Chapter of The Ninety-
Nines (“CAC”). 

One scholarship in the amount of $2,000 is to be used to assist a 99 in the completion of an 
additional pilot certificate or rating.  Applicants must be a current pilot with the appropriate 
medical certificate and must be approaching the flight time requirement for the desired rating or 
certificate. 

The other scholarship offers $1,000 to assist a Student Pilot Member toward completion of an 
initial pilot certificate, in any aircraft.  Applicants must have soloed, and, if required for the 
pilot certificate sought, must have a current medical certificate and must have passed the written 
exam. 

Applicants must be a current member of The 99s, the NCS and their chapter in good standing.   

Applicants must submit three (3) copies of each:  the completed and signed application 
including the form; attached essay; letter of recommendation from their chapter chair; proof of 
certificates and ratings held; medical certificate; proof of date and score of knowledge tests 
taken; copy of last page(s) of logbook showing current hours flown; and a letter of reference 
from someone outside of the aviation community who is not a relative.  These documents must 
be mailed to the address on the application form to be postmarked no later than the date 
indicated on the form. 

Funds will be paid from receipts which document the training.  Receipts must be signed by both 
the student and instructor and include copies of the logbook if applicable. 

Funds are to be used within two years of the award date.  Prior applicants and recipients may re-
apply in future years. 

The winning candidate and all candidates who did not qualify will be notified within one month 
after the receipt deadline. 
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Santor i  Scholarsh ip  -  Advanced T ra in ing  

Waypoint 

 2020 

Richard J. Santori Memorial Scholarship Application 

$2,000 to a Ninety-Nine for Advanced Certificate or Rating 

Name: __________________________________________ Email: __________________________________    

Home Address: ___________________________________________________________________________                                

City: __________________________________  State: _________________   Zip: _____________________ 

Telephone: (                )                                                           Chapter: ________________________________ 

Application for which certificate or rating? _____________________________________________________ 

Please enter below the name of the person who will provide a reference and indicate their relationship to you.  Supply 
their email address if possible.  

 

Please attach an essay (essay may not exceed one page, one side only) and include at least the following elements: 

1. Tell us about yourself, your activities in aviation, and participation in The Ninety-Nines.  Be specific. 

2. Describe your goals in aviation or aerospace, and opportunities.  Tell us what you have already accomplished in 
pursuit of these goals, pertinent to specific certificate/rating sought.  Why are you seeking this specific training?  
How will it help you to qualify for or to advance in an aviation-related profession or charitable cause? 

3. Tell us how you have financed your training and education so far.  Make a statement of financial need for 
completion of this training. 

4. How will awarding you this scholarship benefit The Ninety-Nines and the aviation community? 

5. If applicable, clearly explain any training request that might be considered unusual.  

 

The completed application must include: 

1. This form and attached essay. 

2. Proof of certificates, ratings, knowledge test taken (with score) and medical held. 

3. A copy of the last page(s) of your logbook showing current hours flown. 

4. A letter of reference from someone not a family member and outside of the aviation community. 

5. A letter of recommendation from your chapter chair. 

6. The signed and dated Signature Form. 

********************************************************************************************* 

SIGNATURE FORM 

Print full name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Applicant: _____________________________________________ Date ___________________ 

Return three (3) copies of the Application and attachments to:    

Chicago Area Chapter of The Ninety-Nines 
Cynthia Madsen 

(see Ninety-Nines Directory for address) 
 

Completed Application and Attachments Must Be Postmarked by March 1, 2020 
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Santor i  Scholarsh ip  -  In i t ia l  P i lo t  L icense 
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2020 

Richard J. Santori Memorial Scholarship Application 

$1,000 to a Student Pilot Member Ninety-Nines, Inc. 
for Initial Pilot License 

Name: __________________________________________ Email: __________________________________    

Home Address: ___________________________________________________________________________                                

City: __________________________________  State: _________________   Zip: _____________________ 

Telephone: (                )                                                           Chapter: ________________________________ 

Please enter below the name of the person who will provide a reference and indicate their relationship to you.  Supply 
their email address if possible.  

 

Please attach an essay (essay may not exceed one page, one side only) and include at least the following elements: 

1. Tell us about yourself, your activities in aviation, and participation in The Ninety-Nines.  Be specific. 

2. Tell us how you have financed your training and education so far.  Make a statement of financial need for 
completion of this training. 

3. How will awarding you this scholarship benefit The Ninety-Nines and the aviation community? 

4. If applicable, clearly explain any training request that might be considered unusual.  

 

The completed application must include: 

1. This form and attached essay. 

2. Proof of student medical certificate held, knowledge test taken (with score), and solo. 

3. A copy of the last page(s) of your logbook showing current hours flown. 

4. A letter of reference from someone not a family member and outside of the aviation community. 

5. A letter of recommendation from your chapter chair. 

6. The signed and dated Signature Form. 

********************************************************************************************* 

SIGNATURE FORM 

Print full name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Applicant: _____________________________________________ Date ___________________ 

Return three (3) copies of the Application and attachments to:    

Chicago Area Chapter of The Ninety-Nines 
Cynthia Madsen 

(see Ninety-Nines Directory for address) 
 

Completed Application and Attachments Must Be Postmarked by March 1, 2020 



New Hor izons  -  Joan Kerwin  

Waypoint 

Joan’s first experience in an airplane was a trip to Mexico, where she 
discovered her passion for aviation and travel. This inspired Joan to 
become a Flight Attendant for United Airlines where she met her 
husband, Walter, an airline pilot. Obtaining her Private Pilot’s License in 
1969, Joan joined The Ninety-Nines, the International Organization of 
Women Pilots where she was a member for nearly 50 years. She 
embraced these women and their mission of education and 
advancement of women in aviation. Joan held leadership roles in the 
organization, serving on the International Board of Directors. In this 
capacity she represented the 99s domestically and in travels to 
Australia, New Zealand, China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Ireland and 
Germany. She participated in two Powder Puff Derbies—a 
transcontinental air derby supervised and piloted by women aviators. 
Amidst these activities, she received her Baccalaureate degree in 
Political Science from Northern Illinois University in 1987 and completed 
one year of law school.  

Joan was inducted into the Illinois Aviation Hall of Fame in 2002 for her 
substantial contributions to education and flying safety. She was a 
founding member of the board of directors of the Illinois Aviation Hall of 
Fame, a role she held for over 40 years.  

Joan believed that belonging to an organization came with a responsibility to serve. She tirelessly and 
selflessly contributed to The 99s starting almost as soon as she joined in 1970. Those who knew Joan 
appreciated her subtle sense of humor, her quick wit, her aviation knowledge and expertise and her 
allegiance to The Ninety-Nines. Joan worked quietly in the background, never seeking praise or 
accolades. She rolled up her sleeves and got busy taking care of business, contributing her time and 
energy to all levels of our organization. Most importantly, she was a constant ambassador for The 99s, 
making a point of travelling the world to promote the organization at her own expense. In addition to 
attending Section meetings across the U.S., she traveled to New Zealand, Australia, China, Northern 
Ireland, Russia and Kazakhstan (and those are just the ones we know about), all with the intent of 
spreading the word about The 99s and bringing the continents together. Joan used her flight certificates in 
a variety of community events from fundraising to convincing the Chicago Board of Education that 
through orientation flights there was value in placing the study of aviation in public schools. The list of 
Joan's contributions to The 99s goes on. Most people run for cover whenever someone asks for volunteers; 
not Joan! She eagerly stepped forward and offered to help. Joan gave much of herself – time, money, 
laughs and sweat – to The 99s. In 2015 at the International Conference in Munich, Germany, Joan was 
given The 99s Award of Achievement for contributions to The 99s . 

Joan was an active participating member of the Chicago Area Chapter and in her last month she 
travelled with Natalie Berman, Amanda Wagner and Madeleine Monaco to the Illinois Aviation Hall of 
Fame Annual Board meeting and induction of new members on May 7th. She was with us to the end.  

We miss you and thank you for all you have done for our organization, The 99s. 
We promise to keep you alive in our hearts forever.  

~ submitted by Diane Cozzi (Chicago Area) 
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Longest Continuous 99s Member & Charter Member of Minnesota 99s    

Mary Jane Rice, a charter member of the Minnesota 99s since 1949, passed away 
July 17, 2019, in Willmar, MN at age 99. In 1937, at age 18, Mary Jane began flight 
instruction in Redwood Falls, MN. Flying a 40-hp Piper Cub J-2, she used an alfalfa 
field for her early lessons and soloed on an “after-harvest stubble field” in the fall of 
1938. She said “women flying planes was frowned upon in those days, but my dad 
was so supportive.” She earned her private pilot certificate in the summer of 1940. 
In March 1944, Mary Jane became one of the first women in Minnesota to earn a 
commercial pilot license.  For her check ride, she flew a 65-hp Taylorcraft.  

She was a “junior member” of the first Minnesota 99s chapter which began in 
August 1939. Only 5 women pilots were part of that first chapter along with Mary 
Jane as a student pilot junior member. The chapter disbanded during World War II.  
In 1949 a new Minnesota chapter was installed and Mary Jane was a charter 
member, remaining a chapter member until her passing.   

During the war, Mary Jane wanted to do her part to help the US military. “I wanted 
to fly in the worst way, but not in combat. I wanted to ferry airplanes from the 
factories to air bases in the United States.” She had all the qualifications but was still 
turned away because she weighed only 100 pounds, less than the required 
minimum of 112 pounds. 

In 1948, Mary Jane and her husband John founded Willmar Flying 
Service Inc.  They started with “two 2-place trainers” and, in 1952. 
started selling Cessna aircraft. In 1956, they became a Mooney 
dealer while continuing their flight training operation. Together. they 
managed the airport and their business with Mary Jane logging 63 
years in their business office. 

Mary Jane was a MN Aviation Hall of Fame inductee in 1994 and was 
inducted into the International Forest of Friendship in 2013. Mary Jane 
and her husband have two daughters, and her younger daughter 
continued in her mother’s footsteps by earning a private pilot 
certificate and instrument rating and also completed an aviation 
business degree. Mary Jane loved flying and helped blaze the trail 
for other Minnesota women to pursue aviation.  She will be 
remembered for her pioneering nature, deep curiosity and keen 
interest in the world around her. 

~ submitted by Robyn Stoller (Minnesota) 

New Hor izons  -  Mary  Jane R ice 

Volume 10, Issue 2 ~ Fall 2019 
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NCS Of f icers  (2018-2020)  

Governor Ellen O’Hara governor@ncs99s.org 

Vice Governor Janice Welsh vicegovernor@ncs99s.org 

Secretary Sue Glisson secretary@ncs99s.org 

Treasurer Maria Lamia treasurer@ncs99s.org 

Directors Cheryl Daml 
Kathy Lester-Ross 

director@ncs99s.org 

NCS Nominat ing Commit tee 

Jenny Myren (Chair) nominating@ncs99s.org 

Melissa Hanthorn  

Sherry LeMaster  

Shannon Miller  

Paula Rumbaugh  

NCS Meet ing Schedule & 

Indiana Fall 2019 

Chicago Area Spring 2020 

Lake Erie Fall 2020 

Greater St. Louis Spring 2021 

Northwoods Fall 2021 

Indiana Dunes Spring 2022 

Kentucky Bluegrass Fall 2022 

Scioto Valley Spring 2023 

Greater Kansas City Fall 2023 

Minnesota Spring 2024 

Iowa Fall 2024 

Wisconsin Spring 2025 

Michigan Fall 2025 

All Ohio Spring 2026 

Aux Plaines Fall 2026 

NCS Chapters  By  S tate  

Illinois Aux Plaines 

Indiana Indiana 

Iowa Iowa 

Kentucky Kentucky Bluegrass 

Michigan Michigan 

Minnesota Minnesota 

Missouri Greater Kansas City 

Ohio All Ohio 
Lake Erie 
Scioto Valley 

Wisconsin Wisconsin 

- - - Intercollegiate Internet 
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NCS Chapters ,  Chai rpersons ,  and Contact  

All Ohio Peg Ballou    allohio@ncs99s.org http://www.allohio99s.com 

Aux Plaines Dee Jay Kweder auxplaines@ncs99s.org  

Chicago Area Eva Marie Kozlowski chicagoarea@ncs99s.org http://chicagoarea99s.org 

Greater Kansas City Barbara “BJ” Vanacek greaterkansascity@ncs99s.org  

Greater St. Louis Sarah Scharf greaterstlouis@ncs99s.org  

Indiana Linda Guthrie indiana@ncs99s.org http://www.indiana99s.org 

Indiana Dunes Jessica Richardson indianadunes@ncs99s.org    http://indianadunes99s.org 

Iowa Minnetta Gardinier iowa@ncs99s.org http://iowa.ncs99s.org 

Kentucky Bluegrass Stephanie Brunni kentuckybluegrass@ncs99s.org http://ninetynines.net/ky-bluegrass 

Lake Erie Lori Manthey lakeerie@ncs99s.org http://lakeerie.ncs99s.org 

Michigan Sandy Denton michigan@ncs99s.org  http://michigan.ncs99s.org 

Minnesota Cheryl Daml minnesota@ncs99s.org  http://minnesota.ncs99s.org 

Northwoods Dee Dreger  northwoods@ncs99s.org  http://northwoods.ncs99s.org 

Scioto Valley Christine Mortine  sciotovalley@ncs99s.org  http://sciotovalley99s.org 

Wisconsin Kathy Lester-Ross wisconsin@ncs99s.org http://wisconsin99s.org 

  Intercollegiate Internet  

NCS Commit tee Chai rpersons  & Contact  
Aerospace Education VACANT education@ncs99s.org     

AE Memorial Scholarship Tina Hartlaub scholarship@ncs99s.org 

Airmarking Linda Pulver  airmarking@ncs99s.org 

Flying Activities VACANT flying@ncs99s.org 

History & Preservation VACANT history@ncs99s.org 

Insurance Janice Welsh  vicegovernor@ncs99s.org 

International Forest of Friendship Susan Sears  forestoffriendship@ncs99s.org 

Legislation  VACANT legislation@ncs99s.org   

Membership  Sue Glisson membership@ncs99s.org 

NIFA Elaine Morrow  NIFA@ncs99s.org  

Nominating Jenny Myren nominating@ncs99s.org  

Public Relations VACANT publicrelations@ncs99s.org  

Publications & Waypoint  Minnetta Gardinier waypoint@ncs99s.org   

Safety Education  VACANT safety@ncs99s.org 

Scrapbook  VACANT scrapbook@ncs99s.org  

Tax Exempt 501(c)3 Maria Lamia  treasurer@ncs99s.org  

Website Minnetta Gardinier info@ncs99s 

NCS 99s are needed to fill 
the vacant positions on our 

Section Committees. 

We want your talents and  
need your help!   

Sharing a committee is 
welcomed. No experience 
necessary - training and 

help are available! 

Contact: 
governor@ncs99. org 



Return address: 
NCS 99s c/o Kathy Lester-Ross 
2031 N Beaumont Ave. 
Kansasville, WI 53139  

http://www.ncs99s.org/ 
info@ncs99s.org 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/473756616008836/ 

N o r t h  C e n t r a l  S e c t i o n  
T h e  N i n e t y - N i n e s ,  I n c .  

MAIL TO: 

 

Waypoint 


